/ \_ Christ Ascension

/ Church Sunday
Salisbury 1% June, 2025

Christ’s Ascension: Our Certainty

“He raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in
the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power
and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in

this age but also in the one to come.” (Eph 1:20-21)

“Carried up into heaven, therefore, he withdrew his bodily presence from our sight, not to
cease to be present with believers still on their earthly pilgrimage, but to rule heaven and
earth with a more immediate power. By his ascension he fulfilled what he had

promised: that he would be with us even to the end of the world.” (John Calvin)

Call to Worship

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness

and the power and the glory

and the victory and the majesty,

for all that is in the heavens

and in the earth is yours.

Yours is the kingdom, O Lord,

and you are exalted as head above all. 1Chr29:11

Let us pray.
Sovereign Lord, our Heavenly Father,
it is our heart's desire, our deepest longing,
to know you, to love you, and to worship you.
It is our greatest pleasure, our highest privilege,
our chief delight, to meet with you, the one true and living God,
and experience your grace and favour.
Grant us power by your Holy Spirit to worship you now,
in spirit and in truth. Amen. Valley of Vision



Psalm 57. Be Thou, O God, Exalted High.

Be Thou, O God, exalted high;
And as Your glory fills the sky,
So let it be on earth displayed,
Till You are here, as there, obeyed,;
Till You are here, as there, obeyed.

O God, my heart is fixed, 'tis bent

Its thankful tribute to present;

And, with my heart, my voice I'll raise
To You, my God, in songs of praise;
To You, my God, in songs of praise.

Awake, my glory; harp and lute,
No longer let your strings be mute;
And I, my tuneful part to take,

Will with the early dawn awake;
Will with the early dawn awake.

Your praises, Lord, I will resound
To all the list'ning nations 'round;
Your mercy highest heav'n transcends;
Your truth beyond the clouds extends;
Your truth beyond the clouds extends.
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Confession and Assurance

Hear these words from our Lord Jesus Christ:

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love.

If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love,

just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love.
These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you,

and that your joy may be full. ‘This is my commandment,

that you love one another as I have loved you.”” (John 15:9-12)

Have mercy on us, O God
According to your unfailing love;

According to your great compassion.

God warns and encourages us in His word: “Whoever conceals his transgressions will
not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy” (Prov 28:13).

So we will confess our sins against God,
and against our neighbour,

first in silence and then aloud together.

Please kneel or be seated.



Prayer of Confession

Almighty and most merciful God,

we confess to you that we are by nature sinful and unclean,
and that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,;
not only in outward transgressions,

but also in secret thoughts and desires

that we are not able to understand,

but which are all known to You.

For this reason,

we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy,

seeking and imploring Your grace

for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

"He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he
upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high," (Heb 1.3)

Before the Throne of God Above

Before the throne of God above Because the sinless Saviour died,
I have a strong and perfect plea; My sinful soul is counted free;

a great High Priest whose name is love, for God the Just is satisfied

who ever lives and pleads for me. to look on Him and pardon me,

to look on Him and pardon me.
My name is graven on His hands,

my name is written on His heart. Behold Him there, the risen Lamb,
I know that while in heav’n He stands my perfect, spotless righteousness,
no tongue can bid me thence depart, the great unchangeable I Am,

no tongue can bid me thence depart the King of glory and of grace.
When Satan tempts me to despair One with Himself, I cannot die;

and tells me of the guilt within, my soul is purchased by His blood,
upward I look and see Him there my life is hid with Christ on high,
who made an end to all my sin. with Christ my Saviour and my God,

with Christ my Saviour and my God.

Charitie Bancroft, Vikki Cook
© 1997 Sovereign Grace Music
(Isa 49:16, Rom 3:21-26,

Col 3:3, Heb 7:25)



God’s Word

First Reading: Acts 1:1-11, p. 909

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsive Psalm: Psalm 47

Clap your hands, all peoples!

Shout to God with loud songs of joy!
For the LORD, the Most High,

is to be feared,

a great king over all the earth.

He subdued peoples under us,

and nations under our feet.

He chose our heritage for us,

the pride of Jacob whom he loves.

God has gone up with a shout,

the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.

Sing praises to God, sing praises!

Sing praises to our King, sing praises!
For God is the King of all the earth;
sing praises with a psalm!

Second Reading: Eph 1:15-23, p. 976

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

God reigns over the nations;

God sits on his holy throne.

The princes of the peoples gather

as the people of the God of Abraham.
For the shields of the earth

belong to God;

he is highly exalted!

Glory be to the Father,

and to the Son,

and to the Holy Spirit.

As it was in the beginning,
is now, and shall be forever,
age after age.

Amen!

Sermon: Christ’s Ascension: Our Certainty (Mark Payne)



Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise

Hail the day that sees him rise,
Alleluia!

To his throne beyond the skies.
Alleluia!

Christ, the Lamb for sinners given,
Alleluia!

Enters now the highest heaven.
Alleluia!

There for him high triumph walits;
Alleluia!

Lift your heads, eternal gates.
Alleluia!

He has conquered death and sin;
Alleluia!

Take the King of glory in.
Alleluia!

Highest heaven its Lord receives;
Alleluia!

Yet he loves the earth he leaves.
Alleluia!

Though returning to his throne,
Alleluia!

Still he calls us all his own.
Alleluia!

Still for us he intercedes;
Alleluia!

His atoning death he pleads,
Alleluia!

Near himself prepares our place,
Alleluia!

He the firstfruits of our race.
Alleluia!

There we shall with you remain,
Alleluia!

Joyful in your endless reign,
Alleluia!

See you with unclouded view,
Alleluia!

Find our heaven of heavens in you.
Alleluia!

Charles Wesley (1739)
Psalter Hymnal, 1987



The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,

Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

After each petition:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.



The Lord’s Supper

Invitation to the Table

All baptised Christians who trust in the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, and seek to lead a
new life by God’s mercies, are welcome at this table. If you do not profess faith in Christ,
simply allow the bread and wine to pass by, and reflect on what is taking place.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Please join in saying the Sanctus (“The Holy”, based on Isaiah 6:3)
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died;
Christ is risen;
Christ will come again.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Heavenly Father, we offer you eternal praise and thanks

that you have so blessed us poor sinners, that we would be

drawn into the communion of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,

whom you have delivered to death for us, and whom you have given

us as the food and drink of life eternal. We humbly beg you, heavenly Father,

to keep us as faithful members of your church, to strengthen us by your Spirit,
and to draw us together in love and unity, that we may serve through those good
works which you have prepared for us to do through Jesus Christ our Lord,

and for His glory, Amen.

Gifts and Offerings

Gifts and offerings may be placed in the offertory box at the back of the hall.
"Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the LORD
your God that he has given you." (Deut 16:17)



Sing to Yahweh, Sing a New Song (Psalm 98)

Sing to Yahweh, sing a new song
For the wonders He has done;
His right hand and arm most holy
Have for Him the vict'ry won.

And the Lord revealed His rescue,
His salvation He made known;

In the sight of ev'ry nation

He, His righteousness has shown.

He recalled His love for Isr'el,

And to them has faithful been;
When our God sent His salvation,
It around the earth was seen.
unto the Lord with gladness,

All the earth sing joyful praise.

To the Lord with harp make music,
With the harp your voices raise.

With the blast of horn and trumpet,
Shout before the Lord, the King.
Let the sea resound with praises,
Earth, with all its people sing.

Let the rivers in their gladness
Clap their hands with one accord;
Let the mountains sing together
And rejoice before the Lord.

For most surely He is coming,
Judge of all the earth to be.
Justly He will judge the peoples,
And the world with equity.

Sing to Yahweh, sing a new song
For the wonders He has done;
His right hand and arm most holy
Have for Him the vict'ry won.

Benediction & Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord

In the Name of Christ,
Amen.

Notices for Calendars & Prayers

Thu 5" June Psalm Sing @ TCC Ref Alan
Thu 5™ June Open Air Mission, Salisbury High St, 12pm Ref Mark
Sun 8" June Morning Worship (Pentecost Sunday) 10am
Further ahead....

Tue 10" - Thu 12" June | IPC Catalyst, Ealing (Annual Conference) Ref Mark
Fri 13" June IPC Presbytery, Ealing Ref Mark

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture references are from the English Standard Version (ESV). CCLI Licence: 731672.
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