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The Kingdom Parables of Jesus:
The Net and the Sorting

“When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted
the good into containers but threw away the bad.

So it will be at the end of the age.”
(Matt 13:48-49)

Call to Worship

Behold, God is our salvation;
We will trust, and will not be afraid;
for the LORD God is our strength and our song,
and he has become our salvation. Isa 12:2

Sing praises to the LORD,
for he has done gloriously;
let this be made known in all the earth. Isa 12:5

Let us pray.

Almighty God,
to you all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hidden.
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.



O LORD, My God, Most Earnestly (Psalm 63)
O LORD, my God, most earnestly
I seek your holy face,
within your house
again to see
the glories of your grace.
Apart from you I long and thirst,
and naught can satisfy;
I wander in a desert land
where all the streams are dry.

The loving-kindness of my God
is more than life to me,
so I will praise you all my days
and pray continually.

In you my soul is satisfied,
my darkness turns to light,
and joyful meditations fill
the watches of the night.

Beneath the shadow of your wings
I sing my joy and praise.
Your right hand is
my strong support
through troubled nights and days.
All those who seek my life will fall;
my life is in your hand.
God's king and people will rejoice;
in victory they will stand.

© Grace Psalter

Confession and Assurance

Hear the summary of the whole law, from the Lord Jesus Christ:
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall
love your neighbour as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and
the Prophets.” (Matt 22:37-40)

Have mercy on us, O God
According to your unfailing love;
According to your great compassion.

God’s word tells us:
“Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper,
but he who confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy.” Prov 28:13

Let us therefore confess our sins against God,
and against our neighbour, first in silence and then aloud together.

Please kneel or be seated.
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Have mercy on us, O God,
according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions.
Wash us thoroughly from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin!
For we know our transgressions, and our sin is ever before us.
Against you, you only, have we sinned and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgement.
Hide your face from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities.
Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us.
Cast us not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us.
Restore to us the joy of your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit.
For you will not delight in sacrifice, or we would give it;
you will not be pleased with a burnt offering.
Our sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. (Ps. 51)

Assurance of Pardon

“But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since,
therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him
from the wrath of God.” (Rom 5:8-9)

Oh, the Mercy of God
Oh the mercy of God,
The glory of grace
That You choose to redeem us,
To forgive and restore
And You call us Your children,
Chosen in Him
To be holy and blameless,
To the glory of God

To the praise
of His Glorious Grace
To the praise
of His Glory and Power
To Him be all Glory
Honour and Praise
For ever and ever
and ever A–men

Oh the richness of Grace,
The depths of His love
In Him is redemption,
The forgiveness of sin
You called us as righteous,
Predestined in Him
For the praise of His Glory,
Included in Christ.

Oh the Glory of God
expressed in His Son
His image and likeness
revealed to us all
The plan of the ages
completed in Christ
That we be presented
perfected in Him

© 1997 Watershed Prod.
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Psalm 2

Why do the nations rage and the peoples
plot in vain? The kings of the earth set
themselves, and the rulers take counsel
together, against the LORD and against
his Anointed, saying, “Let us burst their
bonds apart and cast away their cords
from us.”

He who sits in the heavens laughs; the
Lord holds them in derision. Then he
will speak to them in his wrath, and
terrify them in his fury, saying, “As for
me, I have set my King on Zion, my
holy hill.”

I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to
me, “You are my Son; today I have
begotten you. Ask of me, and I will make
the nations your heritage, and the ends
of the earth your possession. You shall
break them with a rod of iron and dash
them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”

Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be
warned, O rulers of the earth. Serve
the LORD with fear, and rejoice with
trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be
angry, and you perish in the way, for
his wrath is quickly kindled.

Blessed are all who take refuge in him.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit.

As it was in the beginning,
is now, and shall be forever,
age after age.

Amen
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God’s Word

First Reading: Matt 23:1-22 “Seven Woes”, p. 828

This is the Word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Matt 13:47-52, p. 819

This is the Word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

Sermon: The Kingdom Parables of Jesus:
The Net and the Sorting (David Thornhill-Smith)

My Heart is Filled with Thankfulness
My heart is filled
with thankfulness
to Him who bore my pain;
Who plumbed the depths
of my disgrace
and gave me life again.
Who crushed my curse
of sinfulness,
and clothed me with His light,
And wrote His law of righteousness
with power upon my heart.

My heart is filled
with thankfulness
to Him who walks beside;
Who floods my weaknesses
with strength
and causes fears to fly;

Whose every promise
is enough
for every step I take,
Sustaining me with arms of love
and crowning me with grace.

My heart is filled
with thankfulness
to Him who reigns above;
Whose wisdom is
my perfect peace,
whose every thought is love.
For every day
I have on earth
is given by the King.
So I will give my life, my all,
to love and follow Him.

© 2004 Thankyou Music
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The Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe
in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

After each petition:
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever, Amen.
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The Lord’s Supper

Invitation to the Table

All baptised Christians who trust in the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, and seek to lead a
new life by God’s mercies, are welcome at this table. If you do not profess faith in Christ,
simply allow the bread and wine to pass by, and reflect on what is taking place.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Please join in saying the Sanctus (“The Holy”, based on Isaiah 6:3)
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died; Christ is risen;  Christ will come again.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Almighty and eternal God, we thank you for reassuring us at this meal
of your favour and goodness towards us, of your word for us.
We thank you that we are truly members of the body of your Son,
and that we are heirs, by grace, of your eternal kingdom.
We humbly beg you, heavenly Father,
to keep us as faithful members of your church,
to strengthen us by your Spirit, to draw us together in love and unity,
that we may serve through those good works
which you have prepared for us to do
through Jesus Christ our Lord, and for His glory, Amen.

Gifts and Offerings

Gifts and offerings may be placed in the offertory box at the back of the hall. "Each one
must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver." (2 Cor 9:7)
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Psalm 146
Hallelujah, praise Jehovah,
O my soul, Jehovah praise;
I will sing the
glorious praises
Of my God through all my days.
Put no confidence in princes,
Nor for help on man depend;
They shall die,
to dust returning,
And their purposes shall end.

Happy is the man that chooses
Israel’s God to be his aid;
He is blest whose hope of blessing
On the Lord his God is stayed.
Heaven and earth the Lord created,
Seas and all that they contain;
He delivers from oppression,
Righteousness He will maintain.

Food He daily gives the hungry,
Sets the mourning prisoner free,
Raises those bowed
down with anguish,
Makes the sightless eyes to see.
Well Jehovah loves the righteous,
And the stranger He befriends,
Helps the fatherless
and the widow,
Judgement on the wicked sends.

Hallelujah, praise Jehovah,
O my soul, Jehovah praise;
I will sing the glorious praises
Of my God through all my days.
Over all God reigns forever,
Through all ages He is King;
Unto Him, your God, O Zion,
Joyful hallelujahs sing.

Benediction

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
In the Name of Christ, Amen.

Notices

Please diarise and pray for the items below:

THE COMING WEEK

Tue 2nd Aug Tots & Toys Speak to Jo if you’re able to help

Sun 31st July Morning Worship Matt 21:1-22. The Fig Tree

FURTHER AHEAD

Thu 22nd Sep Annual Church Meeting

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture references are from the English Standard Version (ESV)

8


