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The God Who Lovingly Redeems

“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his
steadfast love endures forever!” (Ps 107:1)

Call to Worship

Behold, God is our salvation;
We will trust, and will not be afraid;
for the LORD God is our strength and our song,
and he has become our salvation. (Heb 8)

Sing praises to the LORD,
for he has done gloriously;
let this be made known in all the earth. (Isa 12)

Let us pray.

Almighty God,
to you all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hidden.

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.



God my king, I will extol You  (Psalm 145)

God my king, I will extol you
Bless your name forevermore
Every day, I’ll sing your goodness
Hymn the greatness of the Lord
You are praised through generations
of your works we’ll always tell
We will praise your matchless goodness
Praise the God of Israel

God is merciful and gracious
Slow to anger, rich in love
He is good to all his creatures
Showers blessings from above
All your works shall bless and thank you
Tell of all your mighty deeds
Celebrate your wondrous kingdom
You shall reign in majesty

Lord your throne will last forever
You will reign from age to age
You are faithful to your promise
You are kind in all your ways
You uphold the weak and falling
Give your strength to weary feet
From your hand you pour forth blessing,
Satisfy our every need

God is righteous to his promise
He is kind in all his ways
He is near to those who seek him
Yet the wicked casts away
He fulfils the good desire
Of his saints who fear his name
Let all peoples praise his goodness
And forever sing his praise
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Confession and Assurance
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment.
And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbour as yourself. On these two
commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” (Matt 22:37-40)

Have mercy on us, O God
According to your unfailing love;
According to your great compassion.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Therefore, let us confess our sins against God,
and against our neighbour, first in silence and then aloud together.

Please kneel or be seated.



Prayer of Confession

Almighty and most merciful God,
We confess to you that we are by nature
sinful and unclean,
And that we have sinned against You
in thought, word, and deed;
Not only in outward transgressions,
But also in secret thoughts and desires
that we are not able to understand,
But which are all known to You.
For this reason,
we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy,
Seeking and imploring Your grace
for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

"Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over transgression for the remnant
of his inheritance? He does not retain his anger forever, because he delights in steadfast
love. He will again have compassion on us; he will tread our iniquities underfoot. You will
cast all our sins into the depths of the sea."   (Micah 7:18-19)

The Lord’s my Shepherd (Psalm  23)

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want;
He makes me down to lie
In pastures green; He leadeth me
The quiet waters by.

My soul He doth restore again,
And me to walk doth make
Within the paths of righteousness,
E’en for His own name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale,
Yet will I fear no ill;
For Thou art with me, and Thy rod

And staff me comfort still.
My table Thou hast furnished
In presence of my foes;
My head Thou dost with oil anoint,
And my cup overflows.

Goodness and mercy all my life
Shall surely follow me,
And in God’s house forevermore
My dwelling-place shall be.
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Psalm 90

Lord, you have been our dwelling place in
all generations.  Before the mountains
were brought forth, or ever you had formed
the earth and the world, from everlasting
to everlasting you are God.

You return man to dust and say, Return,
O children of man!” For a thousand
years in your sight are but as yesterday
when it is past, or as a watch in the
night.

You sweep them away as with a flood; they
are like a dream, like grass that is renewed
in the morning: in the morning it flourishes
and is renewed; in the evening it fades and
withers.

For we are brought to an end by your
anger; by your wrath we are dismayed.
You have set our iniquities before you,
our secret sins in the light of your
presence.

For all our days pass away under your
wrath; we bring our years to an end like a
sigh. The years of our life are seventy, or
even by reason of strength eighty; yet their
span is but toil and trouble; they are soon
gone, and we fly away.

Who considers the power of your anger,
and your wrath according to the fear of
you? So teach us to number our days
that we may get a heart of wisdom.

Return, O Lord! How long? Have pity on
your servants! Satisfy us in the morning
with your steadfast love, that we may
rejoice and be glad all our days.

Make us glad for as many days as you
have afflicted us,  and for as many years
as we have seen evil. Let your work be
shown to your servants, and your
glorious power to their children. Let the
favour of the Lord our God be upon us,
and establish the work of our hands
upon us; yes, establish the work of our
hands!

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and
to the Holy Spirit;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and
shall be forever, age after age.
Amen!



The Word of God

First Reading: 1 Corinthians 13, “The Way of Love”, p. 959

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

Second Reading: Psalm 107, p. 506

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon: The God Who Lovingly Redeems (David Thornhill-Smith)

Response to the Word

My Heart is Filled with Thankfulness

My heart is filled with thankfulness
To Him who bore my pain;
Who plumbed the depths of my disgrace
And gave me life again.
Who crushed my curse of sinfulness,
And clothed me with His light,
And wrote His law of righteousness
With power upon my heart.

My heart is filled with thankfulness
To Him who walks beside;
Who floods my weaknesses with
strength
And causes fears to fly;
Whose every promise is enough

For every step I take,
Sustaining me with arms of love
And crowning me with grace.

My heart is filled with thankfulness
To Him who reigns above;
Whose wisdom is my perfect peace,
Whose every thought is love.
For every day I have on earth
Is given by the King.
So I will give my life, my all,
To love and follow Him.



Creed (Heidelberg Catechism)

Believer, what is your only comfort in life and in death?

That I, with body and soul, both in life and in death,
am not my own, but belong to my faithful Saviour Jesus Christ,
who with His precious blood has fully satisfied for all my sins,
and redeemed me from all the power of the devil;
and so preserves me that without the will of my Father in heaven
not a hair can fall from my head;
indeed, that all things must work together for my salvation.
Wherefore, by His Holy Spirit, He also assures me of eternal life,
and makes me heartily willing and ready from now on to live unto Him.

Prayers of Intercession

After each petition:

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen



Gifts and Offerings

Gifts and offerings may be placed in the offertory box at the back of the hall. "Honour the
LORD with your wealth and with the first-fruits of all your produce." (Prov. 3:9)

Doxology & Benediction

Praise the Lord, O all you nations (Psalm 117)

Praise the Lord, O all you nations;
all you peoples, sing his praise.
For his love is great towards us;
his commitment lasts always.
He is faithful now and ever.
Hallelujah!  Praise the Lord!

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
In the Name of Christ,
Amen.

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture readings are from the English Standard Version (ESV).


