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Living by Faith: Lessons from the Past

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not seen.” (Heb 11:1)

Call to Worship

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory
and the victory and the majesty,
for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours.

Yours is the kingdom, O Lord,
and you are exalted as head above all. (1 Chr 29:11)

Let us pray.

Almighty God,
to you all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hidden.

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.



Psalm 84

How lovely is your dwelling place,
O Lord of hosts to me.
My heart cries out and even faints,
the courts of God to see.
The sparrow finds a place to nest,
beside your throne of grace.
Oh how I long to find my rest,
and dwell with you always.

A pilgrim now for all my days,
my gaze is set above.
The desert blooms with autumn rains,
You bless the ones you love.

Your people go from strength to strength,
until we see your face.
Your eyes are turned to us in love,
You hear us when we pray.

I'd rather live for just one day
and gaze upon my Lord.
Than spend a lifetime far away
from where your praise is heard.
There's no good thing you will withhold,
from those who follow you,
O Lord my sun and mighty shield
my soul will trust in you.
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Confession and Assurance

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says:
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall
love your neighbour as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and
the Prophets.” (Matt 22:37-40)

Have mercy on us, O God
According to your unfailing love;
According to your great compassion.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Therefore, let us confess our sins against God,
and against our neighbour,
first in silence and then aloud together.

Please kneel or be seated.



Prayer of Confession

Almighty and most merciful Father,
We have wandered and strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts.
We have offended against your holy laws.
We have left undone those things that we ought to have done;
and we have done those things that we ought not to have done;
and there is no health in us.

But you, O Lord, have mercy upon us sinners.
Spare those who confess their faults.
Restore those who are penitent, according to your promises
declared to mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord.

And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,
that we may live a disciplined, righteous and godly life,
to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

"He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but
have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls." (1 Pet 2:24-25)

In Christ Alone

In Christ alone my hope is found,
He is my light, my strength, my song
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground
Firm through the fiercest drought
and storm.
What heights of love,
what depths of peace
When fears are stilled,
when strivings cease
My Comforter, my All in All
Here in the love of Christ I stand.

In Christ alone! - who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless babe.
This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones
He came to save
Till on that cross
as Jesus died,
The wrath of God
was satisfied
For every sin on Him was laid
Here in the death of Christ I live.



There in the ground His body lay,
Light of the world by darkness slain:
Then bursting forth in glorious day
Up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me,
For I am His and He is mine
Bought with the precious blood of Christ

No guilt in life, no fear in death,
This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny
No power of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from His hand
Till He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand.
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Psalm 83

O God, do not keep silence; do not hold
your peace or be still, O God! For behold,
your enemies make an uproar; those who
hate you have raised their heads.

They lay crafty plans against your
people; they consult together against
your treasured ones. They say, “Come,
let us wipe them out as a nation; let the
name of Israel be remembered no
more!”

For they conspire with one accord; against
you they make a covenant— the tents of
Edom and the Ishmaelites, Moab and the
Hagrites, Gebal and Ammon and Amalek,
Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre;

Asshur also has joined them; they are
the strong arm of the children of Lot.

Do to them as you did to Midian, as to
Sisera and Jabin at the river Kishon, who
were destroyed at En-dor, who became
dung for the ground.

Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb,
all their princes like Zebah and
Zalmunna, who said, “Let us take
possession for ourselves of the pastures
of God.”

O my God, make them like whirling dust,
like chaff before the wind. As fire
consumes the forest, as the flame sets the
mountains ablaze, so may you pursue
them with your tempest and terrify them
with your hurricane!

Fill their faces with shame, that they
may seek your name, O Lord. Let them
be put to shame and dismayed forever;
let them perish in disgrace, that they
may know that you alone, whose name
is the Lord, are the Most High over all
the earth.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and
to the Holy Spirit;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and
shall be forever, age after age.  Amen!



The Word of God

First Reading: John 14:15-31 “The Spirit of Truth”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Heb 11:1-16

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon: Living by Faith: Lessons from the Past (David Thornhill-Smith)

Response to God’s Word

Before the Throne of God Above

Be thou my vision,
O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me,
save that thou art.
Thou my best thought
by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping,
thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom,
and thou my true word;
I ever with thee and
thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father
and I thy true son;
Thou in me dwelling,
and I with thee one.

Be thou my battle shield,
sword for my fight;
Be thou my dignity,
thou my delight,
Thou my soul's shelter
and thou my high tow'r:
Raise thou me heav'n-ward,
O Pow'r of my pow’r.

Riches I heed not,
nor man’s empty praise,
Thou mine inheritance,
now and always:
Thou and thou only
the first in my heart,
High King of heaven,
my treasure thou art.



High King of heaven,
my victory won,
May I reach heaven's joys,
O bright heav'n's Sun!

Heart of my own heart,
whatever befall,
Still be my vision,
O Ruler of all.
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The Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

After each petition:
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



Psalm 150

Praise God in his holy temple;
praise the LORD in heavens high.
Praise him for his acts of power;
praise him for his majesty.
Praise him! Praise him!
Praise him! Praise him!
Praise him for his majesty.

Praise him with the sounding trumpet;
praise him with the harp and lute.
Praise with tambourine and dancing,
praise him with the strings and flute.
Praise him! Praise him!
Praise him! Praise him!
Praise him with the strings and flute.

Praise him with the clash of cymbals;
with loud cymbals praise accord.
Praise him, everything that’s breathing!
Hallelujah!  Praise the LORD!
Praise him! Praise him!
Praise him! Praise him!
Hallelujah!  Praise the LORD!
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Benediction and Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
In the Name of Christ, Amen.

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture references are from the English Standard Version (ESV)


