
 

 

Drifting Away from the Gospel 
“How shall we escape if we neglect  

such a great salvation?” 
(Heb 2:3) 

 

God Calls us to Worship 

Behold, God is our salvation;  
We will trust, and will not be afraid;  
for the LORD God is our strength and our song,  
and he has become our salvation. 

 
Sing praises to the LORD,  
for he has done gloriously;  
let this be made known in all the earth.  (Isa 12) 

 
Let us pray. 

 
Almighty God, 
to you all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hidden. 

 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  

 
Amen. 
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Psalm 103 

Praise God, my soul!  With all my heart 
Let me exalt his holy name. 
Forget not all his benefits; 
His praise, my soul, in song proclaim. 
The LORD forgives you all your sins, 
And heals your sickness and distress; 
Your life he rescues from the grave, 
And crowns you in his tenderness. 
 
He satisfies your deep desires 
From his unending stores of good, 
So that, just like the eagle’s strength, 
Your youthful vigour is renewed. 
 
   

The LORD is known for righteous acts 
And justice to downtrodden ones. 
To Moses he made known his ways, 
His mighty deeds to Israel’s sons. 

The LORD is merciful and kind, 
To anger slow, and full of grace. 
He will not constantly reprove, 
Or in his anger hide his face. 
He does not punish our misdeeds, 
Or give our sins their just reward. 
How great his love—as high as heaven— 
Towards all those who fear the LORD! 

 

We Confess and Are Assured 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these 
two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” (Matt 22:37-40) 
 
Have mercy on us, O God 

According to your unfailing love;  
According to your great compassion. 

 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,  
and the truth is not in us.  
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins  
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
Therefore, let us confess our sins against God,  
and against our neighbour,  
first in silence and then aloud together. 
 
Please kneel or remain seated. 
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Prayer of Confession 

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
We have wandered and strayed from your ways like lost sheep.  
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts.  
We have offended against your holy laws.  
We have left undone those things that we ought to have done;  
and we have done those things that we ought not to have done;  
and there is no health in us. 
 
But you, O Lord, have mercy upon us sinners.  
Spare those who confess their faults.  
Restore those who are penitent, according to your promises  
declared to mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,  
that we may live a disciplined, righteous and godly life,  
to the glory of your holy name.  
 
Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

"There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of 
the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death." (Rom 
8:1-2) 
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Psalm 47 

Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God 
with loud songs of joy! For the Lord, the Most 
High, is to be feared, a great king over all the 
earth. 
 
He subdued peoples under us, and 
nations under our feet. He chose our 
heritage for us, the pride of Jacob whom 
he loves.  
 
God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with 
the sound of a trumpet. 
 
Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing 
praises to our King, sing praises! 
 
 
 

For God is the King of all the earth; sing 
praises with a psalm! God reigns over the 
nations; God sits on his holy throne. 
 
The princes of the peoples gather as the 
people of the God of Abraham. For the 
shields of the earth belong to God; he is 
highly exalted! 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Spirit; 
 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
shall be forever, age after age.  
 
Amen! 
 

 

God Speaks to us Through His Word 

First Reading: Deut 6:1-15, “The Greatest Commandment” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-2:9 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Sermon: Drifting Away from the Gospel (Mark Payne) 
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We Respond to God’s Word 

Creed (Heidelberg Catechism) 

Believer, what is your only comfort in life and in death? 
 
That I, with body and soul, both in life and in death, 
am not my own, but belong to my faithful Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who with His precious blood has fully satisfied for all my sins, 
and redeemed me from all the power of the devil; 
and so preserves me that without the will of my Father in heaven  
not a hair can fall from my head; 
indeed, that all things must work together for my salvation. 
Wherefore, by His Holy Spirit, He also assures me of eternal life, 
and makes me heartily willing and ready from now on to live unto Him. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

After each petition: 
 
Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 
As our Saviour taught us, let us pray: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread  
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever.  
 
Amen. 
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We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper 

Invitation to the Table 

All baptised Christians who trust in the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, and seek to lead 
a new life by God’s mercies, are welcome at this table. If you do not profess faith in 
Christ, please refrain from receiving the bread and wine. 

Gifts and Offerings 

Gifts and offerings may be placed in the offertory box at the back of the hall. "Honour 
the LORD with your wealth and with the first-fruits of all your produce." (Pro 3:9) 
 

 
 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Please join in saying the Sanctus (“The Holy”, based on Isaiah 6:3) 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died; Christ is risen;  Christ will come again. 
 
The stewards will distribute the wine and bread.  
Eat the bread as you receive it, but keep the wine until we all drink together. 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Almighty God,  
we thank you for feeding us  with the body and blood  
of your dear Son,  Jesus Christ.  
Through him,  
we offer you our souls and bodies  
to be a living sacrifice.  
Send us out in the power of your Spirit  
to live and work to your praise and glory.  
 
Amen 

Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery 

Come behold the wondrous mystery 
In the dawning of the King 
He the theme of heaven’s praises 
Robed in frail humanity 
In our longing, in our darkness 
Now the light of life has come 
Look to Christ, who condescended 
Took on flesh to ransom us 
 
Come behold the wondrous mystery 
He the perfect Son of Man 
In His living, in His suffering 
Never trace nor stain of sin 
See the true and better Adam 
Come to save the hell-bound man 
Christ the great and sure fulfillment 
Of the law; in Him we stand 
 
 
   

Come behold the wondrous mystery 
Christ the Lord upon the tree 
In the stead of ruined sinners 
Hangs the Lamb in victory 
See the price of our redemption 
See the Father’s plan unfold 
Bringing many sons to glory 
Grace unmeasured, love untold 
 
Come behold the wondrous mystery 
Slain by death the God of life 
But no grave could e’er restrain Him 
Praise the Lord; He is alive! 
What a foretaste of deliverance 
How unwavering our hope 
Christ in power resurrected 
As we will be when he comes 
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We Are Blessed and Sent Out to the World 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
In the Name of Christ,  
Amen. 
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Sermon Notes 

The theme of the book of Hebrews:  
 
Jesus is Greater 
 
We have Greater than Only brought 
Ch. 1-2     Son, Final Word Angels Inadequate Law 
Ch. 3-4     Eternal Rest Moses, Patriarchs Inadequate Promised Land 
Ch. 5-7     Perfect High Priest Priests Old Covenant Inadequate Mediators 
Ch. 8-10   Perfect Sacrifice Sacrifice Old Covenant Inadequate Sacrifice 
 
Drifting Away from the Gospel 
The writer Warns, Urges (exhorts), Encourages 

1. Ch. 2:1-4, which sets up the five sections to follow. 
2. Ch. 3:7-4:16 
3. Ch. 5:11-6:20 
4. Ch. 10:19-39 
5. Ch. 11:1-12:2 
6. Ch. 12:3-29 

 
Questions that Ch. 2:1-4 raises 

- Why are you telling me this? 
- What’s the concern? 
- Why is this so serious? 
- What’s the solution? 
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