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Encountering Jesus
" I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming
after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to
carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire”
(Matt 3:11)

Call to Worship
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
For he has visited and redeemed his people.
And has raised up a horn of salvation for us,
In the house of his servant David.

(Luke 1:68-69)

Alleluia, Alleluia, The Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
And we have seen his glory.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light
shining in darkness. We confess that we have not welcomed the light, or trusted
good news to be good. We have closed our eyes to glory in our midst, expecting
little, and hoping for less.
Forgive our doubt, and renew our hope, so that we may receive the fullness of your
grace, and live in the truth of Christ the Lord. Good and gracious God, on this night
you gave us your Son, the Lord of the universe, wrapped in swaddling clothes, the
Saviour of all, lying in a manger.
On this night draw us into the grace of your love. Join our voices with the heavenly
host that we may sing your glory on high. Give us a place among the shepherds that
we may find the one for whom we have waited, Jesus Christ, the Messiah and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Joy to the world
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And Heaven and nature sing,
And Heaven and nature sing,
And Heaven, and Heaven,
and nature sing.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as,
the curse is found.

Joy to the earth, the Saviour reigns!
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods,
rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

He rules the world
with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders, of His love.

Responsive verses: Isaiah 11:1-9
There shall come forth a shoot from the
stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots
shall bear fruit.
And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon
him, the Spirit of wisdom and
understanding, The Spirit of counsel and
might, The Spirit of knowledge and the
fear of the Lord.
And his delight shall be in the fear of the
Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes
see, Or decide disputes by what his ears
hear;
But with righteousness he shall judge the
poor, and decide with equity for the meek
of the earth;
And he shall strike the earth with the rod of
his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he
shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt of his
waist, and faithfulness the belt of his
loins.

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the
leopard shall lie down with the young goat;
And the calf and the lion and the fattened
calf together; and a little child shall lead
them.
The cow and the bear shall graze; their
young shall lie down together; and the
lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of
the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his
hand on the adder's den. They shall not hurt
or destroy in all my holy mountain; For the
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the
Lord, as the waters cover the sea.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to
the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and
shall be forever, age after age. Amen!
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Reading: Matthew 3:1-12
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon: Encountering Jesus (Mark Payne)
Prayers

Hark the herald angels sing
Hark the herald angels sing "Glory to the
newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled"
Joyful, all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With the angelic host proclaim:
"Christ is born in Bethlehem"
Hark! The herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!"
Christ by highest heav'n adored
Christ the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold Him come
Offspring of a virgin's womb
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see
Hail the incarnate Deity
Pleased as man with man to dwell
Jesus, our Emmanuel
Hark! The herald angels sing "Glory to
the newborn King!"

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings
Ris'n with healing in His wings
Mild He lays His glory by
Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth Hark!
The herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!"

(Lyrics: Charles Wesley; Music: Felix Mendelssohn)

Benediction and Dismissal
Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh.
Glory, thanks and praise to God.
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